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Losses of micro-plastics (< 5mm) Losses of macro-plastics (≥ 5mm)
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Vision: Ecosystems are plastic free
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Four systemic objectives:
Ø Eliminate plastics we don’t need
Ø Innovate plastics we do need 
Ø Circulate all usable plastics keeping 

them in the economy, out of ecosystems
Ø Activate financially smart waste 

management solutions

Gold standards of circularity:
1. Maximize reuse and recycling
2. Minimize residual waste
3. Maintain high net environmental, social and 

economic benefits 



Actions Global Regional National Local

Eliminate single use and 
unnecessary plastics

Global brands, UNE, 
GEF, Global CSOs,

Extended Producer’s Responsibility, National and Regional  Policies

Innovate safely usable plastics 
(100% recyclable/ 
compostable)

Global brands, 
Global CSOs, UNE, 
GEF

Extended Producer’s Responsibility, National and Regional Policies

Circulate high-value safe
reusable plastics within 
economy

Global brands, 
Global CSOs, UNE, 
GEF

Distributors, UN Regional
Bodies, CSOs

Governance; Distributors; Consumers,

Activate smart waste 
management

UNE, GEF, Global 
CSOs

Recyclers, UN Regional 
Bodies, CSOs

Governance; Waste Collectors, Waste 
Managers, Consumers, Recyclers



Regional actions
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National actions
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National actions


